
Namibian National Karting
Championship Leg 6: Young Drivers
Shine in Kidrok and Mini Rok Classes
The roar of engines and the scent of burning rubber filled the air as the Namibian National
Karting Championship's sixth leg ignited on August 10, 2024. The Tony Rust Race Track
became a battleground for the country's rising motorsport talents, with the Kidrok and Mini Rok
classes taking center stage. This event not only showcased the skill and determination of
Namibia's young drivers but also highlighted the growing significance of karting in the nation's
motorsport landscape.

Qualifying: Setting the Stage for Intense Competition

Kidrok Class: A Hair's Breadth Separates the Top Two

The Kidrok class qualifying session set the tone for the weekend's thrilling competition. Du
Plooy Petrus claimed pole position with a blistering lap of 41.77 seconds, demonstrating his raw
speed and track knowledge. However, the real story was the razor-thin margin of victory – a
mere 0.01 seconds separated Du Plooy from second-place qualifier Koudelka Kristopher. This
minuscule gap hinted at the fierce battles to come in the races ahead.

Mini Rok Class: Koorts Edges Out Schouw

The Mini Rok qualifying mirrored the intensity of the Kidrok session. Cecil Koorts secured the
top spot with a time of 39.87 seconds, showcasing the increased speed of the more advanced
karts. Hot on his heels was Hermann Schouw, missing out on pole by just 0.03 seconds. This
close qualifying set the stage for what would be a weekend-long duel between these two
talented drivers.

Race Day Drama: Kidrok Class



Koudelka's Dominance Emerges

Despite starting from second on the grid, Kristopher Koudelka quickly established himself as the
driver to beat in the Kidrok class. His performance across all three races was nothing short of
remarkable:

1. Race 1: Koudelka took the lead early and never looked back, setting a fastest lap of 41.89
seconds.
2. Race 2: Another commanding performance saw Koudelka cross the line first with a
2.46-second gap to second place.
3. Race 3: Saving the best for last, Koudelka not only won but also set a new event record with
a blistering 41.18-second lap.

This hat-trick of victories earned Koudelka a perfect score of 105 points, cementing his position
at the top of the Kidrok standings.

Du Plooy's Rollercoaster Weekend

Petrus Du Plooy's weekend was a testament to the unpredictable nature of motorsport. Despite
his pole position start, Du Plooy faced several challenges:

- Race 1: A series of penalties cost Du Plooy valuable positions and points.
- Race 2 & 3: The young driver showed remarkable resilience, bouncing back to secure second
place in both races.

Du Plooy's ability to overcome early setbacks and finish the weekend strong earned him second
place overall with 94 points, demonstrating the importance of consistency and mental fortitude
in racing.

Gouws: The Steady Improver

Francois Gouws may not have grabbed headlines like Koudelka and Du Plooy, but his
performance over the weekend was noteworthy for its steady improvement:

- Started the weekend with a 47.06-second lap in qualifying
- By Race 3, had improved his best lap time to 44.23 seconds



Gouws' progress throughout the event is a reminder of the value of persistence and continuous
learning in motorsport. His efforts were rewarded with a solid third place overall in the Kidrok
class.

Mini RokMayhem: Koorts' Masterclass

Cecil Koorts: A Lesson in Consistency

The Mini Rok class saw Cecil Koorts deliver a performance that mirrored Koudelka's dominance
in Kidrok. Koorts' weekend was a masterclass in consistency:

1. Race 1: Led 11 out of 14 laps, securing victory with a fastest lap of 39.88 seconds.
2. Race 2: A flag-to-flag victory, leading all 15 laps.
3. Race 3: Completed his hat-trick with another win, narrowly missing out on the fastest lap.

Koorts' unwavering performance earned him the maximum 105 points, highlighting the
importance of combining speed with reliability.

Schouw's Speed vs. Reliability

Hermann Schouw's weekend was a rollercoaster of emotions, showcasing both incredible
speed and frustrating reliability issues:

- Race 1: Retired after just 3 laps while leading the race.
- Race 2: Another DNF, completing only a single lap.
- Race 3: A stunning comeback, finishing second and setting the fastest lap of the event with a
39.78-second scorcher.

Schouw's weekend serves as a poignant reminder that in motorsport, finishing races is just as
crucial as raw speed.

Rust's Steady Presence

Toni Rust may not have had the outright pace of Koorts or Schouw, but her consistent
performances secured her second place overall in the Mini Rok class:



- Finished second in Races 1 and 2
- Came home third in Race 3

Rust's ability to capitalize on others' misfortunes while delivering solid performances of her own
demonstrates the value of reliability and consistency in championship campaigns.

Technical Insights: The Evolution of Performance

The sixth leg of the Namibian National Karting Championship provided several technical insights
that highlight the sophisticated nature of modern karting:

Track Evolution and Lap Time Improvement

As the event progressed, lap times across both classes saw significant improvements:

- Kidrok: The event record dropped from 41.77 seconds in qualifying to 41.18 seconds in Race
3.
- Mini Rok: Lap times improved from 39.87 seconds in qualifying to 39.78 seconds in the final
race.

This evolution underscores the importance of driver adaptability and the ability of teams to
fine-tune kart setups as track conditions change throughout an event.

Equipment Choices and Their Impact

The event showcased a variety of equipment choices among competitors:

- Engines: All competitors utilized VORTEX powerplants, providing a level playing field in terms
of power output.
- Tires: LEVANTO rubber was the choice across both classes, offering consistent performance
throughout the race weekend.
- Chassis: A mix of LN and TONY chassis in the field highlighted the nuanced preferences of
drivers and teams.

The subtle differences in chassis choice and setup played a crucial role in each driver's
performance, demonstrating that in karting, the harmony between driver and machine is
paramount.



Life Lessons from the Track

Beyond the excitement of competition, the sixth leg of the Namibian National Karting
Championship offered valuable life lessons applicable far beyond the racetrack:

1. Consistency Trumps Raw Speed: The success of Koorts and Koudelka in their respective
classes underscores the value of reliable, consistent performance over sporadic brilliance.

2. Resilience in the Face of Setbacks: Schouw's comeback in Mini Rok Race 3 after earlier
issues exemplifies the importance of perseverance and the ability to bounce back from
disappointment.

3. Continuous Improvement: The steady progress made by drivers like Gouws in Kidrok and
Rust in Mini Rok throughout the event highlights the rewards of dedication and constant
self-improvement.

4. Adaptability is Key: As track conditions evolved, the most successful drivers adjusted their
driving styles accordingly, emphasizing the importance of flexibility in achieving success.

5. Preparation Meets Opportunity: The drivers who performed best were those who combined
natural talent with meticulous preparation, both mentally and in terms of kart setup.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Namibian Karting

As the dust settles on this thrilling sixth leg, attention now turns to the upcoming races and the
broader implications for Namibian motorsport:

Championship Implications

- In Kidrok, Koudelka's perfect weekend has set a high bar for his competitors. Du Plooy and
Gouws will need to find extra performance to challenge for the top spot in future races.
- The Mini Rok class sees Koorts in a strong position, but Rust's consistency keeps him in
contention. Schouw's speed makes him a wild card for future events if he can overcome
reliability issues.



Growing the Sport

The success of this event serves as a powerful advertisement for karting in Namibia:

- The close competition and high skill level displayed by young drivers demonstrate the health of
the sport's grassroots in the country.
- The event's organization and the quality of racing provide a solid foundation for attracting more
young talent to the sport.

International Aspirations

As Namibian karting continues to evolve, events like this serve as crucial stepping stones for
aspiring drivers with international ambitions:

- The lap times and competitive nature of the racing suggest that Namibia's top young drivers
could hold their own on the global stage.
- Exposure to high-level competition at a young age prepares these drivers for potential future
careers in professional motorsport.

-Congratulations to Cecil Jr. Koorts that won the World
Championships Ticket in Italy.

Conclusion: A Bright Future for NamibianMotorsport

The sixth leg of the Namibian National Karting Championship was more than just a series of
races; it was a showcase of the bright future of motorsport in the country. With close
competition, record-breaking performances, and valuable life lessons learned, it's clear that
karting in Namibia is on an upward trajectory.

As these young drivers continue to develop their skills and push each other to new heights, the
wider world of motorsport would do well to keep an eye on this burgeoning talent pool. The
passion, skill, and determination displayed on this August weekend in 2024 may well be the
foundation upon which future international racing stars are built.

For now, the karting community of Namibia can look back on a successful event and forward to
an exciting future, knowing that the sport is in capable hands with this new generation of
talented and dedicated young racers.


